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Looking back to last winter and the cold grip it had on the whole country until late March, 
then contrasting it with this year's weather, so far, which has been extraordinarily windy and 
as wet as I've ever seen it, might lead one to despair at ever being able to cope with it. 
However, the bulbs we lifted were huge and healthy so we shall see what this season brings. 
The soil condition in my garden in Yorkshire, at this moment could be described as porridge-
like. We put some posts up a few days ago, as a support for hefty netting to protect our 
brassica bed from marauding pheasants and found that you could push the spade down with 
one hand. It's super saturated and more rain forecast. 

The Harrogate Show benefited from the delayed flowering in 2013, as did the Late Daffodil 
Competition at Wisley and the Late Late Pilley show. An innovation this year is a very early 
show at RHS Rosemoor Garden on 15 and 16 March 2014 which, as well as daffodils has 
some classes for hyacinths and other bulbs. We have requested a late show to be held at 
Harlow Carr, perhaps in early May, for daffodils and tulips and this is being considered for 
the future. Copies of the schedules for all five RHS shows for 2014 can be obtained from 
Georgina Barter, The Shows Department RHS, 80 Vincent Square, London, SW1P 2PE. 

Please note there are additional classes this year at Harrogate for daffodils in pots or pans. 
(See the schedule on this website.) 

In 2013 the Northern Group had display stands at Harrogate, the Late Competition at Wisley, 
the Great Yorkshire Show and the Autumn Show at Harrogate and intends to do the same in 
2014, including a "help desk" at Harrogate to assist the members of the public with their bulb 
growing. In the meantime, I'd like to wish everyone a happy new year and good growing and 
showing, whatever the weather throws at us. 

Wendy Akers - President Northern Group 

 
 
 
       


